CENTRAL STAGE

Advanced Drama Audition Packet

Hello!

Thank you for your interest in joining Central Stage at Forsyth Central High School for
the 2026-2027 academic year!

As you may know, Central Stage is the production center for Forsyth Central’s theatre
arts program. In the upcoming academic year, Central’s season offerings will be produced within
each of the four performance-based courses within the theatre program:

e Acting I — A course intended for first-year theatre students focusing on acting
fundamentals and exploring a range of theatrical texts that will produce plays.

o Acting II-IV — A course intended for second- through fourth-year theatre students
focusing on improving on acting techniques and exploring more complex theatre
texts; will produce plays and Possible Players—Central Stage’s adapted theatre
program.

e Musical Theatre I-IV — A course intended for all theatre students focusing on musical
theatre acting techniques, vocal performance, and choreography; will produce
musical theatre works and participate in Chorus concerts.

e Advanced Drama I — A course intended for multi-year theatre students; will produce
plays and musical theatre works.

While each of the courses listed above will produce one or two shows within the season,
the Advanced Drama course will serve as the expected and anticipated capstone course for
students who wish to explore acting, directing, design, and dramaturgical elements of theatre
more thoroughly and with heightened rigor. The productions from this course will serve as the
flagship productions of the season and will serve as the “competitive” theatre course offering at
Forsyth Central High School. As such, students wishing to enroll in the Advanced Drama course
must first submit an audition much like one would do for Wind Ensemble for Band or Chamber
Choir for Chorus. And while this course is primarily expected to contain 11" and 12" Grade
students, any Forsyth Central student may submit an audition to be considered for the course. All
other performance-based courses are available to enroll without an audition!

The remainder of this packet will inform and advise you as to what is required of your
Advanced Drama audition and how you can ensure that you are putting your best self forward.
Please make sure to read the instructions carefully so that you don’t miss anything important
about the process. Again, thank you for your interest in joining our program!

Break a leg!

Trey Rutherford



VIRTUAL AUDITION PACKET

1. Required Material

Auditionees must prepare three fully memorized pieces:

1. One (1) Classic monologue not exceeding 60 seconds

2. One (1) Contemporary monologue not exceeding 60 seconds

3. One (1) vocal selection from any Broadway musical, performed either as a 60-
second cut or in full.

A “Classic” monologue is defined as one from a published play written up to Elizabethan
England (i.e. Ancient Greek through Shakespeare).

A “Contemporary” monologue is one from a published play written no earlier than 1980
to present day.

A “Broadway” musical is any work of musical theatre which received a professional run
and is not limited solely to productions mounted in Broadway houses. These pieces
should be sung with either live piano accompaniment or a piano-only instrumental track.

Use these pieces to showcase your range as a performer. Do you have a great belt? Great!
Find a musical theatre piece to showcase that talent. Do you excel at Shakespearean
comedy? Wonderful! Maybe aim away from Hamlet’s “To be or not to be” soliloquy.
Remember, we want YOU in this course, so show us who YOU are!

2. Recording

Auditionees should record themselves performing their three fully memorized pieces.
Each piece may be filmed separately, but each piece must be recorded continuously (i.e.
no editing between takes of the same piece). Please have the camera fixed to a single
location to record you from mid-chest to the top of your head with little space above your
head.

In each recording, please slate by stating your first and last name, your current grade
level, the title of the play or musical from which the piece derives, the
playwright/lyricist/composer, and the character portrayed. For your musical selection,
please also include the name of the song. For example, I might say:

“Hello, my name is Trey Rutherford, and I am a 25th grade student at Forsyth
Central High School. Today I will be performing “The Music of the Night” as the
Phantom from The Phantom of the Opera by Andrew Lloyd Webber, Charles
Hart, and Richard Stilgoe.”



Or I may say...

“Hello, my name is Trey Rutherford, and I am a 25th grade student at Forsyth
Central High School. Today I will be performing a monologue from Act 1, Scene
4 of William Shakespeare’s Romeo & Juliet as Mercutio.”

Please ensure that you include your slate before each of your performed pieces.

In addition, please record a short introduction of yourself. In this section, explain why
you selected the pieces you did to showcase your talent.

3. Submitting

Before submission, please compile your four separate videos (three pieces plus your
introduction) into a single video. Windows Movie Maker or Apple iMovie are excellent
programs to compile basic video files.

A Google Form is available to accept your audition submission. It can be accessed via this
link, by the Central Stage website, or by accessing the link in the bio of our Instagram
(@ForsythCentralStage).

You may either upload your single video file to an Unlisted YouTube link, or you may choose
to share the file directly to the Form.

The deadline for submissions is Sunday, February 15, 2024.

4. Additional Material (optional)

You are only required to submit your video file to be considered an auditionee for the 2026-
2027 Advanced Drama Company, but you may choose to include a theatrical resume
detailing your previous experience as a performer. No additional weighting will be given to
auditionees who supply a resume, but it can be helpful to understand your prior knowledge of
theatre as a performer.

If you opt to include this in your submission, simply attach it as another link. A PDF is better
than a Word or Google Docs file to ensure formatting is exactly how you want it.

AFTER SUBMISSION

Once you have submitted your audition packet, take a deep breath. You did it! You’ve earned
a breather.


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScnpjd5Igqr2r1kGG07W0Rxql_S8upNqrpM_o1ZixnOkvHe1g/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScnpjd5Igqr2r1kGG07W0Rxql_S8upNqrpM_o1ZixnOkvHe1g/viewform?usp=header

Mr. Rutherford will send out an email by the end of March to all auditionees whether they
have been placed into the 2026-2027 Advanced Drama Company or if they may be better
suited to another course for the 2026-2027 academic year to hone their skills for the 2027-
2028 season.

If you are accepted into the Advanced Drama Company, more information will follow
regarding the course, the season, and specific dates for productions. A Google Form will be
sent out to collect student information in preparation for the new season.

FINAL NOTE

Thank you again for your interest in Central Stage’s Advanced Drama Company. We look
forward to receiving your packet!

As we near registration for the 2026-2027 academic year, please remember that Central Stage
also offers an incredible Technical Theatre track in addition our performance-based courses.
Our goal is to create theatre practitioners of infinite variety, so please consider enrolling in
these excellent course offerings in addition to your interest in Advanced Drama!



