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The Forsyth Central Stage presents

RED
by John Logan

Presented by arrangement with Dramatists Play Service.

RED premiered at the Donmar Warehouse Theatre, London on December 3, 2009,

Michael Grandage, Artistic Director

Original Broadway Production produced by Arielle Tepper Madover,

Stephanie P. McClelland, Matthew Byam Shaw, Neal Street Productions,

Fox Theatricals, Ruth Hendel/Barbara Whitman, Philip Hagemann/Murray

Rosenthal and Donmar Warehouse.

Likeness of the Rothko Seagram Mural Panels used with permission.

1998 Kate Rothko Prizel and Christopher Rothko/ Artists Rights Society (ARS),

New York.



OPTIONAL CONTENT

Mark Rothko

Born Marcus Rotkovitch in the town of Dvinsk, Latvia, then part of the Russian Empire, Mark
Rothko immigrated to the United States with his family at the age of ten, settling in Portland,
Oregon. A gifted student, Rothko attended Yale University on scholarship from 1921-23, but
disillusioned by the social milieu and financial hardship, he dropped out and moved to New York
to "bum around and starve a bit." A chance invitation from a friend brought him to a drawing class
at the Art Students League where he discovered his love of art. He took two classes there but
was otherwise self-taught. Rothko painted in a figurative style for nearly twenty years, his portraits
and depictions of urban life baring the soul of those living through The Great Depression in New
York. The painter Milton Avery offered Rothko both artistic and nutritional nourishment during
these lean years. In the 1930s, Rothko exhibited with The Ten, a close-knit group of nine
American painters, which included fellow Avery acolyte, Adolph Gottlieb. Success was moderate
at best but the group provided important incubation for the Abstract Expressionist school to come.
The war years brought with it an influx of European surrealists, influencing most of the New York
painters, among them Rothko, to take on a neo-surrealist style. Rothko experimented with mythic
and symbolic painting for five years before moving to pure abstraction in the mid 1940s and
ultimately to his signature style of two or three rectangles floating in fields of saturated color in
1949. Beginning in the early 1950s Rothko was heralded, along with Jackson Pollock, Willem
deKooning, Franz Kline and others, as the standard bearers of the New American Painting--a
truly American art that was not simply a derivative of European styles. By the late 1950s, Rothko
was a celebrated (if not wealthy) artist, winning him three mural commissions that would dominate
the latter part of his career. Only in the last of these, The Rothko Chapel in Houston was he able
to realize his dream of a truly contemplative environment in which to interact deeply with his
artwork. RED presents a fictionalized account of Rothko’s frustrated first attempt to create such a
space in New York’s Four Season’s restaurant. Rothko sought to create art that was timeless;
paintings that expressed basic human concerns and emotions that remain constant not merely
across decades but across generations and epochs. He looked to communicate with his viewer at
the most elemental level and through his artwork, have a conversation that was intense, personal
and, above all, honest. A viewer’s tears in front of one of his paintings told him he had succeeded.
While creating a deeply expressive body of work and garnering critical acclaim, Rothko battled
depression and his brilliant career ended with his death in 1970.

Setting:
Mark Rothko’s studio, 222 Bowery, New York City, 1958 - 1959
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Director’s Notes

We all possess the power of creativity. This has allowed human beings to survive over millennia.
Creativity comes in so many forms through necessity or inspiration. It can also sneak up on you
when you least expect it. Art is one of countless venues of creativity. It documents culture,
existence, and the way we think and feel. Art has longevity. It outlives empires, rulers, conflict,
and time. However, in a world that appears to try and dehumanize us, the creative process and
the production of art is evermore imperative. As I write this message, I can’t help but feel
nostalgic. In my 34 years of trying to foster creativity in others, I am entering the next chapter
myself as an artist. This play sees Mark Rothko at a time of transition in his art making but also
his life. He is forced to relish the past but also embrace the future and the next generation of
artists.
Rothko charges his aspiring, young apprentice, Ken:

“Your life is out there! … go and make something new!”“Your life is out there! … go and make something new!”

I plan to heed this charge myself while charging all students at FCHS to find their aspirations and
make something new. Don’t be afraid to be creative. The process is exhausting frustrating but
equally rewarding and joyous. I couldn’t be prouder of our cast, Gavin and Christian plus our
amazing crew for their work in telling this story. The performances are temporary, but the impact
of art will last!
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WHO'S WHO

Gavin Haslett as Mark Rothko

Gavin Haslett Is a Musician, Artist, Actor, and Senior at FCHS, He’s played roles both in Film and
Theater, notably he played Scrooge (Scrooge the Musical), and Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
(Amadeus) here at Forsyth Central Stage.

“I am absolutely thrilled and honored to be a part of this remarkable production, stepping into the
shoes of the extraordinary Mark Rothko. This play is truly a work of art. It has profoundly
influenced me and my artistry forever. A heartfelt Thank You to Christian for nearly a year of
collaboration and support, to Mr. Whitley for giving us a voice, and to my parents, who are my
greatest teachers and who have enabled my journey through art. To everyone involved in this
project, your dedication is invaluable. And to the viewer, I invite you to open yourself up to this
experience and let its emotion embrace you. Truly, from the bottom of my heart, I hope you
enjoy.”

Christian Rippé as Ken

Christian Rippé is a Senior at FCHS and an Aspiring Professional Actor & Performer. You may
recognize him from his portrayals of Nathan Detroit (Guys and Dolls), George Bailey (It’s a
Wonderful Life), Arpad Laszlo (She Loves Me), or George Banks (Mary Poppins).

“As a person who struggles to understand my artistic identity, this show has given me some
clarity. The role of Ken is representative of the constant changing world of art. It is a role that I am
honored to portray, to change with it and understand it. Thank you to Kevin Whitley for putting on
a masterpiece and letting me be a part of it. Thank you to Gavin for being an understanding,
adaptive, and kind stage partner. Thank you to my parents, Phillip and Cindy Rippé for their
support through all this, and finally thank you to you the audience member, the viewer, for lending
us your attention and allowing us to express. Open your mind and let the art do its work. Enjoy the
Show.”
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Marea Haslett Rothko Painting Recreations

Marea Haslett is a Visual Arts Teacher and Fine Arts Department Chair at FCHS. It is truly an
honor and privilege to work with Mr. Whitley and the cast in researching and developing some of
Mark Rothko's work. Stepping into his shoes was humbling and reminded me the importance of
remaining a student in life and in my art practice. While these works are some of the largest I've
painted, I consider them studies and not replicas. I can remember the first time I was impacted by
one of Rothko’s paintings. Standing in front of his work has a tendency to draw emotions out of
you that have been dormant for some time; memories of moments long ago and long forgotten. I
did my best to maintain those feelings while working on these paintings. My hope is that the works
and this amazing play reminds the audience of a time that is precious. Sharing this process with
Mr. Whitley's final year, Christian who've I've known for years, and with my son is precious
beyond measure.

Katie Marzullo Stage Manager

Katie is a senior at Forsyth Central High School and is so excited to do sound for this show! She
has been stage manager or assistant stage manager for five other shows and has always, always
had a blast. She would like to thank Mr. Whitley for another incredible opportunity for her senior
year one day show. Katie hopes you enjoy it!

Saphira Bennett Asst. Stage Manager

Saphira is a Senior at Forsyth Central High School! She is super excited for you guys to watch the
show. You may have seen her in other Central Shows, which include Little Women, An American
In Paris, Wait Until Dark, Scrooge, Wizard of Oz, Little Shop of Horrors, Amadeus, Nunsense, It’s
a Wonderful Life, Charlotte’s Web, Mary Poppins, or The Play That Goes Wrong! She’s also the
Stage Manager in our upcoming Children’s Show The Tales of Peter Rabbit! She’s super excited
for this show and hopes you all enjoy it!!
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Gregory Gates Maroon Muse Crew

Gregory Gates is a junior at Forsyth Central High School. He is honored to be a part of his third
One Act. His proudest roles are as Wilbur in Charlotte's Web, Park Keeper in Mary Poppins, Tin
Woodsman in Wizard of Oz, and his most recent, Jonathan Harris in Play That Goes Wrong. He
is grateful for your audience and hopes you will enjoy our One Act!

Bradley LeCave Maroon Muse Crew

Bradley LeCave is sophomore of FCHS. You have seen him in our production of Mary Poppings
and The Play That Goes Wrong. He is delighted to present to you our production of Red. Our
amazingly talented cast and crew have worked very hard to craft this amazing show. He hopes
you enjoy the show, and thanks you coming!

Luana Pereira Maroon Muse Crew

Luana Pereira is a Senior at Forsyth Central High School and is happy to be a part of what is her
last competition show at Central. You may have seen her as Perkins/Denise in The Play That
Goes Wrong, Gloria in Wait Until Dark, Sister Hubert in Nunsense, Willoughby the Dog in Mary
Poppins, and more! She hopes you enjoy the artistic vision of Whitley and this small cast. Enjoy
the show!

Samantha Smith Maroon Muse Crew and Costumes

Samantha Smith is a Junior at Forsyth Central High School. This is her second One Act and she
loves it. This is her ninth show here at Central, and her third show as costumes. She couldn't be
more excited to be a part of this show. Enjoy the show!
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Cameron Washington Maroon Muse Crew

Cameron is a senior at Forsyth Central High School. Having settled in Georgia from their home
state of Alabama last year, Cameron has made a solid name for themself in FCHS. They have
been Polytechnic Stage Crew for The Play That Goes Wrong, Bank Chairman/Ensemble in
Central’s Production of Mary Poppins, Joseph, Chief Of Angels/Sam Wainwright/Dr. Campbell in
Central’s Radio Show, It’s A Wonderful Life, Venticelli 1 in Central’s production of Amadeus as
well as Patrick Star in their old school’s production of The Spongebob Musical, and Wayne
Hopkins in their old school’s production of Puffs! Have Fun, and Enjoy the show!

Zoë White Maroon Muse Crew

Zoë is a Senior at FCHS and is so excited to be in Red! This is her 14th show at Forsyth Central
Stage, most recently as Polytechnic Crew in The Play That Goes Wrong, Katie Nanna in Mary
Poppins and Mary Hatch-Bailey in It's A Wonderful Life- The Radio Play and various other roles
and crew in our past productions! Additionally, she will be the Creative Director for our upcoming
Children's Show The Tales of Peter Rabbit! Zoë would like to thank Mr. Whitley for being the best
teacher and for allowing her to be a part of this beautiful show and her family and friends for
always supporting her. She thanks you for coming to support us and she hopes you'll enjoy the
show!

Adi Wormsley Maroon Muse Crew

Adi is a Junior in FCHS and is beyond excited to be a part of her second One Act!! This is Adi’s
9th show at Central Stage, most recently playing Florence Colleymore in Play that Goes Wrong.
She has also played Sister Mary Amnesia in Nunsense, Mrs. Corey in Mary Poppins, and Dorothy
in The Wizard of Oz! She has loved being a part of this amazing production and can’t wait for you
to see the show!
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Aiden Yates Maroon Muse Crew

Aiden Yates is a senior at Forsyth Central High School and is grateful to be a part of the One-Act
competition show one last time. Recently, you may have seen him in The Play That Goes Wrong
as Robert, the Focal Center’s Beauty and the Beast, or as Bert in last year’s spring musical Mary
Poppins! He hopes you enjoy the show!

Martina Loaiza Props

Martina is a sophomore at FCHS. As a visual artist herself, this show depicts an amazing
perspective on art. She is ecstatic at how her input to this play as prop master is displayed and
cannot wait to maintain an active artistic path. Doing props has been an expressive enjoyment for
the last year in plays such as, Amadeus, Mary Poppins, and The Play That Goes Wrong. With a
big sense of satisfaction and gratitude to everyone involved, she hopes you find the beauty in this
play, and you sincerely enjoy its content! Have fun!

Morgan Hobbs Sound

Morgan is a Junior at Forsyth Central High school. She is really excited to bring this show to life.
This is her first-time running sound on her own and is so thankful to have the opportunity to bring
this to One Acts. She has been cast and crew in many other various shows such as Wait Until
Dark, Scrooge, Wizard of Oz, Little Shop of Horrors, Amadeus, It’s a Wonderful Life, Charlotte’s
Web, Mary Poppins, and The Play That Goes Wrong. Once again, she is so thankful for the
opportunity she has been given for this show and she hopes you come to support the rest of the
shows this year.
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Kal Amiri-Owens Lights

Kal is a Senior at Forsyth Central High School and is absolutely delighted to be doing lights for
Red! This is his 9th show doing lights for Forsyth Central Stage. You might’ve seen some of his
previous work in Mary Poppins, Amadeus, Nunsense, and Little Shop of Horrors. He would like to
thank his parents, for always supporting his interests and encouraging him to pursue his
passions, and of course, thank Mr. Whitley. None of this could have happened without him. He
hopes you enjoy the show!
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